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ACRYLIC PAINTING 101: Basics for Beginners 
~ Exercise 5  

 
	Focus:	Colour	mixing,	Value,	
	

	 	
				Cad	Yellow	Light	Chart		

Now	we	are	going	to	start	the	most	magical	part	of	painting	–	the	colour	mixing.		Though	this	seems	tedius	I	
can	tell	you	that	is	will	save	so	much	heartache	and	struggle	as	you	go	along.		How	colours	mix	together	will	
help	 you	 to	 create	 realistic	 renditions	 of	 whatever	 you	 choose	 to	 paint	 :	 landscape,	 still	 life,	 figurative,	
abstract	

This	lesson	focus	is	to	see	the	subtle	colour	and	value	variations	around	us.	

1. Using	the	8	x	11	inch	poster	board	create	a	grid		as	in	earlier	handout	

2. Place	a	larger	puddle	for	the	main	colour	(Cadmium	Yellow	Light)	and	a	small	blob	of	each	of	the	
other	colours	on	your	palette	paper	on	the	long	side.			

	 	 Cadmium	Yellow	Light,		
Yellow	Ochre,		

	 	 Cadmium	Red	Medium,		
Permanent	Alizarin	Hue,		

	 	 Ultramarine	Blue,			
Cerulean	Blue	(you	can	use	Phthalo	Blue	(Green	shade)	instead),		

	 	 Permanent	Green	Light	(you	can	Phthalo	Green	(Yellow	shade)	instead)	
Raw	Umber	

3. Proceed	like	the	other	colour	charts,		

4. The	thing	to	remember	is	to	keep	the	colours	on	the	exact	same	row,	which	means	the	pure	paint	will	
move	across	the	chart	as	you	are	working.			

5. Remember	to	squint	your	eyes	to	see	the	value	shift.		


