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ACRYLIC PAINTING 101: Basics for Beginners ~ Exercise 9 
 Focus: Colour Mixing –  Cadmium Yellow Medium Chroma Chart 

 
Paint colours required:      Cadmium Yellow Medium 
    Titanium White 
    Raw Umber 
    Burnt Umber 
    Bone or Ivory Black 
 
Create a value string of Cadmium Yellow Medium (CYM).   CYM starts off as Value 8 straight from the tube.  Use 
Titanium White to lighten to Value 9, and a 50/50 mix of Raw Umber and Burnt Umber from Value 7 to Value 2.  
Value 2 is the Raw Umber/Burnt Umber combination.  Add Black to get to Value 1.   

 

 
 

In Lesson 8 we created a Neutral Value string from 9 to 1.  Place these at the bottom of the palette paper.  
 

 
Now we will lower the chroma of CYM Value 9 with the Neutral Value 9.  Our goal is to change the Chroma not 
the Value.  Continue across the whole Value range with the corresponding Value until the whole chart is 
completed.  Neutral Value paints are Chroma 0 on the chart.  Cadmium Yellow Medium is Value 8/Chroma 16 on 
the chart.  Adding White brings the Value 9/Chroma to 8 or 10.  As the Value drops on the CMY string, the Chroma 
drops step by step: V7/C14, V6/C12, V5/C10, until V1 is C2 


