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A film like Hobo with a Shotgun might not be the most 
original idea, or film that's going to represent Canada at 
the Academy Awards but it's a movie that takes its genre 
and beats it to a bloody pulp. 

Directed by Dartmouth, N.S.-born director Jason Eisener 
and shot in Nova Scotia, the film pays homage to many of 
the exploitation films of the 1970s and '80s but takes the 
violence, melodrama and gore one step beyond.

The story is simple enough, the protagonist Hobo, 
played excellently by Rutger Hauer, who played the heavy 
in '80s classics such as Blade Runner (1982) and The 
Hitcher (1986), arrives in a city overrun by crime and aims 
to do good with a 12-gauge shotgun.

It's the classic good vs. evil story where the hero blows 
away pimps, corrupt cops, drug dealers and a child molest-

er dressed as Santa Claus.
Hobo with a Shotgun is the second film (after Machete 

in 2010) based on fake trailers made for Grindhouse by 
Quentin Tarantino and Robert Rodriguez. Like its predeces-
sors, not for one second does 
the film take itself seriously; it 
doesn't even have an epilogue. 

Even when it seems like it 
does, the soft piano soundtrack 
is replaced with a heavy synthe-
sized '80s-ish soundtrack where 
the bad guys enter the scene 
and do something horrible, as 
when ultimate evil villains, the 
Plague, ride their motorcycles 
into a scene dressed like medi-
eval knights to battle Hobo.

The film sometimes feels cheesy with its overly blatant 
colour scheme and melodramatic acting by Canadian 
actors. But then again, how much is that is intentional by 
the director?

Speaking of Canadian actors, the film features some 
great short roles by Robb Wells (Trailer Park Boy's Ricky), 
television personality George Stroumboulopoulos and for-
mer Nova Scotian NDP party leader Jeremy Akerman.

One film in particular that Hobo with a Shotgun seems 
to try to emulate is Evil Dead (1981) but it lacks its original 
special effects and offbeat humour. Still, for Eisener's first 
feature length film, the young Canadian filmmaker shows 
much promise. 

With the exception of films from Quebec, Canadian cin-
ema lacks a voice and style. Much of what is produced in 
Vancouver or Toronto is cookie-cutter American content.

So if you're looking for a good, thought-provoking Can-
adian film, watch Incendies (2010), not only the best Can-
adian film to come out last year but one of the best films 
of 2010.

But if you want to experience a good ol' take on the 
classic exploitation film, with an '80s icon playing a vigi-
lante who takes justice into his own hands, then see Hobo 
with a Shotgun.

Hobo with a Shotgun  
pulls no punches  

as an exploitation film

'Delivering justice,  
one shell at a time'
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Hobo with a Shotgun, starring 1980s icon Rutger Hauer (pictured), is a great homage to the bloody 
exploitation films of the '70s and '80s.
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Quote  
of the week

"It's no good pretending 
that any relationship has a 
future if your record collec-
tions disagree violently or if 
your favourite films wouldn't 
even speak to each other if 
they met at a party." 

–Nick Hornby, author

"It's a movie 
that takes 

its genre and 
beats it to a 
bloody pulp."

Artist of the week

Textile artist Shawna Lampi-Legaree first learned 
to quilt when she was pregnant with her third son and 
has since turned it into her passion.

"I just love the feel of it," said Lampi-Legaree. "I 
love the creating a texture with the quilting, so I quilt 
everything heavily. 

"Since January I've been really heavy-duty, spend-
ing every waking moment quilting, and the other day 
I was machine quilting another piece and thinking 
'you know, I'm going to be glad to be doing something 
other than quilting but damn, I love quilting.'"

The artist has been preparing for her first major 
solo exhibit, Through Her Eyes, at the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre opening on May 8.

The show will feature 10 large quilted pieces por-
traying issues from feminism to global warming to 
global debt. 
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Textile artist Shawna Lampi-Legaree works 
on the piece, Bankers who broke the world, 
on Sunday at her home on Bromley Drive. The 
piece will be featured in the artist's exhibit, 
Through Her Eyes, at the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre opening on May 8.
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Classical music
From Johann Sebastian Bach to Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart to Ralph Vaughan Williams a group of Yellowknife 
musicians will be performing some classical pieces of 
music at Museum Cafe in the Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre.

The musicians will include Shelly Gislason singing 
soprano, Anita Kuzma playing piano and harpsichord, 
Maureen Crotty Williams playing flute, Adrian Wright 
playing clarinet, Joanna Wilson playing cello and special 
guest Edmonton violinist Alycia Au.

The event will take place on Friday and Saturday night 
at 8 p.m. Admission is free.

Call for illustrators
The Artist Run Community Centre (ARCC) is seeking 

an illustration for an entrance mural. The piece must 
contain some if not all of the following: art, music, Yellow-
knife, the old church and the arches.

The chosen illustrator will receive an honorarium of 
$100 and must be willing to donate their image to a 
painting workshop in which their image would be pro-
jected onto the wall, then traced and coloured by a team 
of young artists.

For more information, contact Joel Maillet, the co-
ordinator at the ARCC located at the former Pentecostal 
Church on 49 Street.


