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In January 2000 a brilliant comic 
entered the world. This thought-provok-
ing and humorous webcomic is known 
as Sinfest.

The online comic began as an effort 
to break into print as a syndicated 
newspaper comic. Though it wasn't 
ever syndicated, the comic has been 
released in several print anthologies.

Sinfest is the brain child of 
Japanese-American comic artist Tat-
suya Ishida. Topically, Sinfest dwells 
in the realms of religion, humanity, 
gender identity and gender relations, 
addiction, sexuality, morality, pop cul-
ture, and occasionally politics.

Due to its nature and content, 
Sinfest isn't always a safe read for 
those of you below a 14A rating, or 
those with a mild or reserved sense 
of humour, or those easily offended 
by talk of gender, race, politics, sex or 
religion. 

Sinfest centres on a small cast. 
It mainly focusing on Slick, who is a 
short, blond, shades-wearing, 14 to 

21-year-old ineffective 'ladies man,' 
and his rival, friend and love interest 
Monique (aka 'Nique and Money).

Monique has gone through a heap 
of character developments since 
her introduction, and is an excellent 
example of what happens to some of 
the minor characters within Sinfest. 
Monique started off as a far more 
sexually provocative character. It 
seemed to be her major trait to tease 
or rile males. As time progressed she 
became more of a well-rounded char-
acter, taking interest in political and 
social movements and far less of a 
provocative nature.

Other characters, like Slick, and 
even those characters who remained 
nameless for a long time or who 
remain nameless, also have developed 
more balanced personalities beyond 
their initial stock roles. 

These include the intellectual Crim-
iny, the stoned pig (literally) Squigley, 
Pooch the dog and Percival the cat, 
among a plethora of other characters.

The comic started out as a very 

classic black and white newspaper for-
mat. Now it also has grey shading. To 
continue the classic newspaper trad-
ition Sinfest recently added full page 
colour strips on Sundays. It updates 
daily, and hasn't missed an update 
since July 10, 2006.

The art as with all things has 
changed over time. The earlier strips 
had somewhat of a Calvin and Hobbes 
feel to them. More recent strips have 
an iconic feel all their own – simple, 
light, with a lot of emotions and 
expression in the line work. Every 
panel is lovingly hand drawn, even 
panels where only a single balloon 
changes.

Sinfest is always part of my day, 
and I highly suggest you make it part 
of yours. So check it out at www.
sinfest.net/. 

Comic moves from print to the Internet

Delightful, thoughtful 
and positively sinful
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Based on the newspaper comic tradition, Sinfest is a 10-year-old web comic created by Japanese-Amer-
ican artist Tatsuya Ishida.

Crazy class
Instructors with Crazy Legs Contemporary Dance Com-

pany will hold a community class followed by auditions this 
weekend. The free event will be held on Sunday, Sept. 26, 
at the Bella Dance Academy studio on Old Airport Road. 
Everyone aged 15 and up is welcome to participate. No 
experience necessary. 

Dancers should wear relatively tight fitting clothing and 
be ready to move and have fun.

Participants are asked to arrive at 1:45 p.m. The event 
is scheduled to run until 4 p.m.
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Quote  
of the week

"Art is either plagiar-
ism or revolution."

–Paul Gaugin,  
French modern artist

Artist of the week

Members of the Yellowknife Watercolour Society 
began their fifth season of art classes and work-
shops earlier this week.

Founded by textile artist Shawna Lampi-Legaree, 
the informal group of enthusiastic painters first 
formed in 2006. The membership is composed of 
painters representing all different ages and skill 
levels.

Every year the society hosts professional painters 
from southern Canada and the U.S. In late November 
the members will participate in a workshop led by 
Edmonton landscape painter Jim Davies.

For the rest of the year, the painters bene-
fit from classes facilitated by fellow members. 
The painters gather twice a month, once for an 
evening demonstration and discussion and once  
on a Saturday afternoon for a shared painting ses-
sion.

The group keeps in touch between classes with a 
blog and a newsletter, which they title Brushes with 
Disaster. For the past three years the members have 
organized a spring art show to exhibit their winter's 
worth of work.

No experience is necessary to join the society. 
The group always welcomes new artists. New mem-
bers are encouraged to purchase supplies before 
attending class. Materials required include a person-
al supply of watercolour paint, paper and brushes.

The next meeting will be held from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 2, in room 215 at Northern 
United Place.
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Artist Shawna Lampi-Legaree painted this 
watercolour still life.

D-scribe it to me
Roya Grinsted is a 20-year-old web 
media enthusiast and "idea factory."
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