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Diapers, soccer practices and fine art

Film explores the struggles faced by professional female artists

by Daron Letts

Northern News Services

LIKE A MARBLE bust on a pedestal

in a fine art gallery, woman has been

claimed as an artistic muse through-

out history. Art created by women, how-

ever, is seldom honoured with such
pomp and reverence.

Who Does She Think She Is is a
2008 documentary that explores the
experience of contemporary female
artists as they balance parenthood
and partnership with the prejudices
and inequalities that remain as stub-
born obstacles on their artistic path.

The Aurora Arts Society will screen
the film at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 4,
at Northern United Place.

The film focuses on five women
from around the U.S. who range in age
from 27 to 65. Their diverse identities,
backgrounds and experiences find
common ground in their dedication
to art and family. Other voices include
costumed members of the Guerrilla
Girls, a troupe of anonymous female
artists who don gorilla masks while
satirizing the elite, male-dominated art
world.

The marginalization of women-

related themes in contemporary art,
such as childbirth, motherhood and
women's interpretations of their own
bodies, is discussed and the under
representation of women in fine art
galleries is addressed, as well.

“It's a very well constructed, thought
provoking film," said organizer, Shawna
Lampi-Legaree.

Lampi-Legaree has approached the
theme of women's roles as
artists in her quilt work,
such as in a piece
called Artist's Block.

In 2006, the small art

quilt was published on

a full colour page of
the book Creative Quilt-
ing: The Journal Quilt
Project.

"lt's about the frac-
turing of women's time
and the struggle to stay
focused in what is our
job, creating art," the
textile artist said. "As a

female and as an artist, |

have been aware that one

of the challenges | have is |
have a family. It means my
time is fractured.”
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Lampi-Legaree
hosted a preview
screening for other
women artists in the commun-
ity earlier this week and said
the film earned an enthusiastic
reception.

"By watching this documen-
tary and then having a conversa-
tion around it we found we were
having similar experiences,"
she said. "Every woman had a
different, unique perspective. It
was kind of the same thing, but
different. It was great."

The audience at Friday's
screening will be encouraged
to share their thoughts during
a facilitated discussion follow-
ing the film. Lampi-Legaree also
emphasized that men creating
art from a remote commun-
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ity with a high cost of living such as
Yellowknife may relate to some of the
challenges encountered by women in
the film.

"Though it's about women, men, |
think, have some of the same strug-
gles to produce art," she said. "Any
place that's isolated and distant from
the main centres struggles with the
same thing."
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In 2006, Shawna Lampi-Legaree's small art quilt, Artist's Block, was published on a full
colour page of the book, Creative Quilting: The Journal Quilt Project.

Camille Musser is among the
artists profiled in Who Does She
Think She Is. Musser lives in
Cambridge, Mass., with her husband
of 30 years. The painter explores
her roots by rediscovering the home
she left in the Caribbean

in her work.
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ln‘ing,Ta‘keout & Entertainment Directory

f Seock 9@5

our’cicré
are NOW aval‘ab‘e

Deh & Catering
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BISTRO BAR

B\

NEW Breakfast and Lunch
Daily Menu

OPEN Monday to Friday 5am-7pm,
Saturday 5am-5pm

PHONE 873-2085 e LOCATED in the airport

Store Hours Monday to Frlday, 8am- 6pm Saturday, 10am-6pm

Wednesday ISHU M
G P NIGHT

Open Monday-Saturday, 1T1am - Tam
669-9852 - 5019-49th Street, Yellowknife
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(mussels
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Restaurant

For local event listings, check out

www.northernfrontier.com

Red App

Daily Lunch Buffet 11:30am to 2pm

Daily Evening Dinner Buffet
Sunday Brunch 10:30am t0 2pm
OPEN Mon-Fri, 7am-10:30pm; Sat- Sun, 8am-10:30pm

RESTAURANT

TUESDAY fo THURSDAY 5pm fo close
FRIDAY to SATURDAY 5pm to mldnlghf

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10am to 2pm SERVED FAMILY STYLE!
Call and ask us about CHRISTMAS PARTIES!
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Lacated in the Kingpin Centre, 51st Street Entrance 669-WINE (9463)

le Restaurant

LOCATED AT 4701 Franklin Ave

Western & Chinese Cuisine

LUNCH BUFFET 11:30am to 2:00 pm
DINNER BUFFET 4:30 to 8:000m

SCOTIA CENTRE LOWER LEVEL*PHONE 873-3309920-7878




